
 
 

Wind Mobile Canada – CRTC Decision Released 
 
Cairo, October 30, 2009: WIND Mobile (previously Globalive Wireless) announced 
yesterday that the Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunications Commission 
(CRTC) decided that WIND Mobile is currently not in compliance with the Canadian 
ownership and control rules, and is therefore not eligible to operate at this time. 
Industry Canada previously decided that WIND Mobile is in compliance with the 
Canadian ownership and control rules and granted WIND Mobile spectrum licences on 
March 16, 2009.  The CRTC decision does not affect WIND Mobile’s ownership of the 
spectrum licenses granted by Industry Canada. 
 
OTH has a 65 per cent indirect equity ownership in WIND Mobile.  WIND Mobile 
participated in Industry Canada’s Advanced Wireless Services Spectrum (AWS) Auction 
that commenced in May 2008, purchasing spectrum for CDN$442 Million in August 
2008.  
 
OTH is disappointed by the CRTC decision that comes 14 months after the end of the 
AWS spectrum auction and a few weeks ahead of WIND Mobile’s intended launch date. 
It is all the more unexpected considering that WIND Mobile received approval from 
Industry Canada on the grounds that it complies with the Canadian ownership and 
control rules. 
 
OTH will support WIND Mobile’s management in its efforts to explore all avenues to 
obtain clearance to operate in Canada and launch operations at the earliest possible 
time. 
 
-END- 
 
About Orascom Telecom 
Orascom Telecom is a leading international telecommunications company operating 
GSM networks in high growth markets in the Middle East, Africa and Asia, having a total 
population under license of approximately 510 million with an average mobile telephony 
penetration of approximately 45% as of June 30th, 2009. Orascom Telecom operates 
GSM networks in Algeria ("OTA"), Pakistan ("Mobilink"), Egypt ("Mobinil"), Tunisia 
("Tunisiana"), Bangladesh ("banglalink"), and North Korea (“Koryolink”). OTH has an 
indirect equity ownership in Globalive Wireless (“Wind Canada”) which has been 
granted spectrum licenses in Canada. Through its subsidiary Telecel Globe, OTH also 
operates in Burundi, the Central African Republic, Namibia and Zimbabwe. Orascom 
Telecom had over 84 million subscribers as of June 30th, 2009.  



 
Orascom Telecom is traded on the Cairo & Alexandria Stock Exchange under the symbol 
(ORTE.CA, ORAT EY), and on the London Stock Exchange its GDR is traded under the 
symbol (ORTEq.L, OTLD LI).  
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